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President’s message
Twenty two years ago, I began serving as President 
of UT Brownsville.  It has been an extraordinary 
adventure for which I am most sincerely grateful. 
I have been privileged to serve the people of the Rio 
Grande Valley, to help tell the myriad of stories of the 
dreams of our students and their families, to witness 
their struggles against great odds to earn a degree and 
launch a career, and to understand the vast potential 
of the people of this region that for too long have been 
denied the opportunities that come from a college 
degree. 
With Dr. Guy Bailey now selected as the inaugural 
president of the new UT Rio Grande Valley and Dr. 
William Fannin named interim president of UTB, 
I will step down as President of UT Brownsville on 
August 31, 2014. As the UT System Chancellor 
announced this spring, I have accepted a new position 
as Executive Director of the new UT Institute of the 
Americas. The Institute will focus on helping develop 
the next generation of leadership rooted in the values 
of a democratic society and providing a non-partisan 
venue for convening discussions of critical issues with 
global significance. Located in the Rio Grande Valley, 
the Institute will operate throughout the UT System, 
making use of the vast amount of expertise found on 
each of the individual campuses and positioning UT 
to become the gateway to the Global South.
For me, there is no greater pleasure than having the 
opportunity to live and work in the place I was born 
and where my family is rooted. I look forward to 
beginning this new adventure strengthened by the 
legacy we have built together – one that honors the 
heritage of the people in our region and inspires 
learning, creativity, innovation and free thinking. 
My father and mother never had the opportunity to 
go to college. But they talked of it often and wanted 
nothing more for their children than to insure that 
we were never denied that dream. I have wanted the 
same for every child in the Rio Grande Valley. Since 
the establishment of UT Brownsville, more than 
35,000 degrees have been awarded. I thank you for 
the privilege of having served as president. 
My parents would be proud of all of us.
On the cover: UTB supporters mingle before dinner 
and the program at the Celebración event on the evening 
of Tuesday, May 27. See Page 4 for more information.
The Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute 
will present Dr. Juliet V. García with “The Chair’s 
Medallion Award” on Thursday, Oct. 2 at the 
CHCI’s 37th Annual Awards Gala in Washington, 
D.C. Chosen at the discretion of the CHCI 
Chair, with the current chair being U.S. Rep. 
Rubén Hinojosa, the award is presented each 
year to an individual who has dedicated his or her 
public or private career to improving the lives of 
Hispanic Americans.
The cover story of Fortune magazine’s April 7 
issue named Dr. Juliet V. García as one of the 
“World’s 50 Greatest Leaders.” She joined the 
ranks with 49 others who are “energizing their 
followers and making the world better.” Fortune 
cites Dr. García has “reengineered opportunities 
for Hispanics in South Texas, forging, in 1991, 
the innovative partnership between a community 
college and the UT system, and helping create 
UT-Rio Grande Valley, opening in 2015.”
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Alumni: Stay up-to-date on career and networking 
opportunities. Visit the UTB Alumni Association 
web page and register online at utb.edu/alumni.
UTB Alumni Association Officers
President: Teri Alarcon
Vice President: Bea Lopez-Juarez
Secretary: Manny Chacon
Treasurer: Alexis Clynes
year of the alumni
Early this year, Dr. Juliet V. García declared 2014 to 
be the “Year of the Alumni.” 
“Alumni are the foundation of a university, 
representing us as role models in the community, 
the state and beyond,” García said. “We established 
2014 as the Year of the Alumni to celebrate their 
many achievements.”
In April, a series of 12 posters featuring alumni was 
unveiled at a festive ceremony with family members 
in attendance. Highlighting UTB graduates who 
are actively working in their chosen career fields, 
the inspirational posters have been hung in the 
main corridor of Sabal Hall, where they promote 
the important contributions alumni make to the 
university and the community.
Alexis Clynes, Alumni Board Treasurer and an 
accountant at Hales Bradford, LLP in Brownsville 
and a CPA examination candidate, said the Alumni 
Board has identified several points – above and 
beyond fundraising – that it wants to focus on over 
the next year.
“One goal our board has set is to encourage 
alumni members to mentor current students,” 
said Clynes (pictured below, with her poster and 
Ozzie), who has received three degrees from UTB 
– two undergraduate (business administration and 
accounting) and her M.B.A. “Another is to increase 
student internship opportunities by having our 




President, gave the 
keynote address at 
the Winter 2013 
Commencement.
Save the date
Celebración recognizing our 
alumni’s achievements 
and bidding farewell to Dr. García
7:30 p.m. • Thursday, August 28, 2014
El Gran Patio at Main
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CelebraCión – honoring leadershiP and vision, may 27
Seated at brightly decorated tables under lights 
crisscrossing the Gran Patio at Main, supporters of UT 
Brownsville gathered for a festive dinner to honor Dr. 
Juliet V. García, UT Brownsville President; University 
of Texas System Chancellor Francisco G. Cigarroa, 
M.D.; Wm. Eugene “Gene” Powell, UT System Board 
of Regents Former Chairman and Current Vice 
Chairman; and the UT Board of Regents – all staunch 
promoters of UTB and higher education in the Rio 
Grande Valley, and all instrumental contributors to the 
creation of The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.
Surprising all, Cigarroa announced the creation of the 
University of Texas Institute of the Americas to be led 
by García, now in her 22nd year as President of UTB.
“Because of the incredible role that Texas is playing as a 
national leader in bi-cultural and bi-national studies, 
we need a person with exceptional leadership skills and 
a record of advanced achievements in higher education 
to help us create a presence centered in this region of 
our state,” Cigarroa announced.
The Celebración marked the efforts of UTB supporters 
to raise funds toward the newly established UTRGV 
Founders Scholarship Endowment, the first 
endowment to be created by current supporters for the 
soon-to-be Valley-wide university and medical school.
The evening acknowledged the continued support of 
patrons of existing endowments as well as the founding 
group of faculty and staff who launched the Juliet V. 
García Endowment benefitting The UT Institute of 
the Americas. 
Pictured: Dr. García with U.S. District Judge Ricardo 
Hinojosa (right), Dr. Hans Mark, former UT System 
Chancellor (middle), and Regent Powell (left).
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welCome, dr. bailey 
Formally confirmed as the first president of The University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley on May 20 by the UT System Board of Regents, Dr. Guy Bailey demonstrated 
his enthusiasm and leadership qualities well before his first official day on the job, 
June 15. Attendees at his meet-and-greet sessions with the campus community 
expressed delight in his unassuming manner and obvious interest in answering a 
variety of questions.
Bailey further demonstrated his commitment to UTRGV by making a personal 
donation to the new UTRGV Endowment Scholarship, enabling him to host a table 
at the gala Celebración. At Bailey’s request, his table was filled with mostly students.
“Sitting at Dr. Bailey’s table was an honor,” said Samantha Gomez, an Early Medical 
School Acceptance Program student. “He was genuinely interested in our studies 
and our future plans. He asked about our experiences and our thoughts on certain 
things, and was so refreshing.”
García was surprised when her four grandchildren walked up to the podium and each 
said a few words.
“Our Yaya has always described her life as living a life beyond her wildest dreams,” said 
granddaughter Carolina Rico. “She’s taught us to dream without limits, to live a life 
without regret, to live a life in service of others.”
During the Celebración, García bestowed the honor of being a “Diamond Among Us” to 
Powell (middle) and Cigarroa (right).
“These two gentlemen have chosen to live their lives in ways that matter more for others 
than for themselves,” García said. “They are artists of the human spirit – and they are 
resilient and their work will hold enduring value across generations to come.”
The Diamonds Among Us award was established during UT Brownsville’s 10th 
anniversary celebration to honor the selfless actions of special people who have steadfastly 
advocated for the growth of higher education in the Lower Rio Grande Valley.  
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Joined by Dr. Juliet V. García, the Greater Texas Foundation Scholars are: (seated, 
left to right) Melissa Millan, Maria Cisneros, Ana Saldaña and Sonia Figueredo; 
(standing, left to right) Sergio Vasquez and Eduardo Zavala.
first gtf sCholars graduate
Six graduates, pictured above, walked across the stage at Spring Commencement on 
Saturday, May 10 and became members of an exclusive club: They have the distinction 
of being the first Greater Texas Foundation Scholars to graduate from UTB.
The GTF Scholars Program was created in 2012 to increase the number of Texas early 
college high school graduates who successfully transition to a four-year university and 
complete a baccalaureate degree within two years. UTB is one of only four universities 
in the state selected to participate.
Having achieved at least 60 hours of college credits from their high schools, the students 
entered UTB as third-year university students. Five graduated from Brownsville Early 
College High School, and Cisneros graduated from Early College High School in 
Harlingen. According to Michael Aldape, GTF Program Coordinator for UTB, the 
program has widened in the Rio Grande Valley to include early college high school 
students from as far away as La Joya.
m.b.a. ComPletamente en esPañol
The School of Business will offer an online Master of Business Administration – 
Maestría en Administración de Empresas – entirely in Spanish starting with the fall 2014 
semester.
“This innovative program provides UTB’s excellent M.B.A. coursework while 
engaging students in the lexicon appropriate to business in Latin America,” said 
Dr. Mark Kroll, Dean of the School of Business.
Offered completely online, the M.B.A. en línea y en español, consists of five semesters, 
including one full summer session. Student cohorts will follow the same set of 
courses each semester in block fashion.
“The offering of the M.B.A. in Spanish has been made very relevant recently because 
of the new guiding principles of UTRGV which embrace the development of a 
bilingual education,” said Dr. Edith Galy, Associate Professor and M.B.A. Director.
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msa students raise the bar for suCCess
UTB’s Mathematics and Science Academy had several achievements in the 2013-14 
academic year.
In February, an academy team reached the second highest cumulative score in 
competition against more than 400 students from Cameron and Willacy counties in 
the American Mathematics Competition 12 hosted by the Department of Mathematics. 
Also in February, the academy’s science bowl team placed first in the UT Pan American 
Regional Science Bowl in Edinburg. Accompanied by Dr. Wilma Smetter, MSA 
Principal, team members (photo above, left to right) Joel Solis and Rolando Treviño 
Jr. of Brownsville, Forrest Shriver and Allan Gregorio of Harlingen and Paul Lenz 
of Brownsville competed in the U.S. Department of Energy National Science Bowl 
in late April in Washington, D.C. While the team did not bring home a medal, the 
group said they learned a lot from their experience and hope for success for future 
teams.
And in May, the academy had its largest graduating class ever with 46 students 
receiving their high school diplomas and college credits. 
uteaCh: it’s exPonential
Amber Rodriguez, Jessica Capistran and Karla Lopez (shown, left to right) became 
UTB’s first UTeach graduates at Spring Commencement on Saturday, May 10.
Developed at UT Austin, UTeach is an innovative program that allows mathematics 
and science majors to receive teacher certification while earning a bachelor’s degree.
A critical feature of the UTeach program is student mentoring; each student receives 
individual support and mentoring by faculty and master teachers. Further, students will 
receive continuous support for two years after graduation. Capistran (mathematics) 
has signed a contract with Houston Independent School District; she has already been 
introduced to her mentor on the UTeach team at the University of Houston.
Rodriguez (biology) has accepted a position at Hanna High School where she will be 
teaching chemistry and environmental science. Lopez (mathematics) has decided to 
continue her studies, and has already started on her master’s degree.
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Putting her land 
to work
Dr. Eloisa G. Taméz, Associate Professor of 
Graduate Nursing, established an endowed 
scholarship in honor of her late parents using a 
portion of the settlement she received from the 
U.S. Government for constructing an 18-foot iron 
fence that cuts her property into two. 
“I see myself as a custodian of this property,” 
Taméz said. “This was my parents’ property – they 
worked hard to keep it, to pass it on to us – and so 
I want their names to be remembered forever, in a 
meaningful way. The best way to use that money is 
to put it into a scholarship fund for nurses seeking 
the Master of Science in Nursing.”
Family and friends are joining Taméz to grow the 
José Cavazos García and Lydia Esparza García 
Scholarship Endowment.
from north dakota to 
South texaS
Norman “Joe” Binder, retired UTB professor of 
34 years in the Department of Government, passed 
away on January 10, 2013. Binder grew up on a 
North Dakota farm and became a telegrapher for 
the railroad; at the age of 22, he set off for college 
with his wife, Arlene, and one child.
“Joe just fell in love with teaching,” Arlene said. 
“He stayed in contact with students, and to see 
them succeed meant so much to him. He helped 
many students throughout the years, in many ways, 
including financially. With this scholarship, Joe’s 
name will live on and he will continue to lend a 
hand to students for years to come.”
The Joe Binder Scholarship Endowment for 
Students of Politics will award its first scholarship 
for the fall semester 2014.
StudentS honor 
dedicated profeSSor
After 25 years as a hospital nurse, Joe Lacher, 
M.S.N., has spent another 25 years at The University 
of Texas at Brownsville, teaching and sharing his 
vast knowledge with hundreds of nursing students.
“Our class wanted to show our gratitude to this 
wonderful man by establishing an endowed 
scholarship in his name,” said Andrea Salonga, 
former Vice President of the UTB Student Nursing 
Association, who received her RN in May of 2013.
Classmate Margaret Rubi encourages all of Lacher’s 
former students and colleagues to consider making 
a contribution to the Joseph R. Lacher Scholarship 
for Nursing.
“I am humbled that my students have made this 
gesture in my name,” Lacher said. 





dr. luis v. Colom
Although the UTB campus 
community lost a dear friend 
and colleague when Dr. Luis V. 
Colom passed away after a valiant 
fight against cancer in late March, 
he will be forever remembered in 
many ways, among them having his 
name on a campus building.
In May, The UT System Board of 
Regents approved renaming the 
Biomedical Sciences and Health 
Professions Building II in Colom’s 
honor. The Luis V. Colom 
Biomedical Research Facility 
will stand as a fitting tribute to 
this dedicated scientist who was 
the former Vice President of the 
Division of Research and the Dean of the College 
of Nursing and Dean of the College of Biomedical 
Sciences and Health Professions.
Opened in September 2013, the $4.9 million 
building with six laboratories was funded by the 
National Institutes of Health through a grant written 
by Colom.
“He was an enthusiastic and charismatic leader who 
inspired hundreds of students to become scientists 
and physicians. This facility is a wonderful tribute 
that will carry his name forever.” said UT System 
Chancellor Francisco G. Cigarroa, M.D. 
Colom’s name will also live on through the Dr. Luis V. 
Colom Memorial Scholarship that has been started by 
colleagues, friends and former students.
“You were always welcome in Dr. Colom’s office,” said 
Dr. Cristina Bañuelos (University of Florida College 
of Medicine, 2014), who had worked in Colom’s lab 
during her graduate studies and received her M.S. 
from UTB in 2006. “I dedicated my dissertation to 
Dr. Colom. He believed in our potential, and because 
he believed it, we believed it.”
a mother’s love is forever
Former Associate Professor of Nursing Sonia 
Cunningham has created UTB’s first privately 
endowed faculty chair in memory of her son, Sgt. 
Keith A. Ferguson, a New York Police Department 
officer who suffered a heart attack in January 2004 
while responding to a call.
From donations and proceeds from the 5K Run 
across the Brooklyn Bridge – celebrating its 10th 
anniversary this year – the Keith A. Ferguson 
Scholarship Endowment for Criminal Justice was 
established. Cunningham’s long-term goal of 
creating an endowed faculty chair came to fruition 
in April of this year when she gifted more than 
$100,000 to create the Keith A. Ferguson Endowed 
Professorship in Criminal Justice.
“Attracting meritorious faculty to keep improving a 
university’s standards is as important as providing 
assistance to students through scholarships,” 
Cunningham said. “Education levels the playing 
field, which is why I have chosen education as the 
vehicle to celebrate Keith’s life.”
Naming Ceremony
Dr. Luis V. Colom Center for Biomedical Studies 
11 a.m. • Friday, Aug. 22
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Accompanied by Martha Placeres (right), Director of String Studies 
and Symphony Orchestra, music education students Cristian 
Martinez, Victor Flores and Yolanda Vidaña recently returned 
from studying in Lustenau, Austria, where they were guests of the 



































Members of the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher 
Education site team met with College of Education faculty, 
administration and students during the team’s spring visit to 
campus. Official notice of NCATE accreditation will arrive after 
the NCATE Board’s fall meeting.
utb: here, there and everywhere
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T hank you to our donors – your gifts are Changing lives
$100,000 and above






Alzheimer’s Art Quilt Initiative
Keppel AmFELS, L.L.C.
RGK Foundation
Sid W. Richardson Foundation
The Blanca and Filemón Vela Family Fund
The Welch Foundation
$25,000 - $49,999
Mr. Rudy de la Garza
Mr. and Mrs. Ruben H. Edelstein
HEB
Klesse Foundation





Mrs. Arlene K. Binder
Mr. Jerald P. Brunker
Burton McCumber & Cortez, L.L.P.
Cesar Chavez Foundation
Coca-Cola
Mr. William Steven de la Garza
Mr. and Mrs. Irvine W. Downing
Frost Bank
Gastroenterology Consultants of South Texas, PA
The Hon. and Mrs. Ruben Hinojosa
Mr. Robert J. Katusak
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Krause
Public Welfare Foundation
SpawGlass Foundation
Susser Holding II, L.P.




Valley Baptist Health System
Valley Baptist Legacy Foundation
Valley Baptist Medical Center-Brownsville
$5,000 - $9,999
Cardenas Development Co., Inc.
Dr. Juliet V. and Mr. Oscar E. García
Hermes Music Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald C. Olson
Rancho Viejo Resort & Country Club
Dr. and Mrs. Roberto B. Robles
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Shepard




Ambiotec Civil Engineering Group, Inc.
Amigo Consultants, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Alan F. J. Artibise
Mr. and Mrs. Lance A. Binder
Mrs. Mary Brown
Brownsville Economic Development Council
Brownsville Kiddie Health Center
Brownsville Public Utilities Board
Mr. Juan J. Burgos
California Institute of Technology





Ms. Yolanda De la Riva
Mrs. Martie DiGregorio
Ms. Christie L. Esparza
Estrada Hinojosa & Company, Inc.
Falcon International Bank
First Community Bank
Mr. Scott D. Friedman
Ms. Nurith Galonsky
Dr. and Mrs. Peter B. Gawenda
Dr. Clair Goldsmith
Guadalupe Regional Middle School
Mr. and Mrs. Sergio Argüelles Gutierrez
Mr. Les and Dr. Nikkie Hodgson
Houghton Mifflin Hartcourt
Ms. Laurie M. Howell
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Dr. Charles W. Lackey Jr.
Lone Star National Bank
Long Chilton L.L.P.
Louie’s Backyard Restaurant, Inc.
Ms. Georgiana M. Matz
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Miller
Neal & Lourdes Simmons Foundation
The Hon. Rene O. Oliveira
Mrs. and Mr. Maria C. Ortega
Mr. Barry Patel
Mr. Ruben R. Pena
Mr. and Mrs. Alberto J. Peña
Port of Brownsville
Dr. Richard H. Price and Mrs. Betsy Price
Professional Women Speak
Mr. Ben Reyna
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Ridolfi
Rio Grande Valley Partnership Foundation
Rio Grande Valley Science Association
Ms. Margaret A. Rubi
Security Service Federal Credit Union
Sembradores Unidos
Senator Eddie Lucio Campaign
Sierra Title Company of Cameron & Willacy Counties
Dr. Hilda Silva
Sonic Restaurants, Inc.
Mr. Alexander D. Stillman
Mr. Charles L. Sweeney Jr.
Ms. Ellen C. Temple
Texas Industries Riverside Cement
Mr. and Mrs. Jim H. Tipton
Tipton Motors
Mr. Eddie Trevino Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Tudor G. Uhlhorn
United Launch Alliance
Verizon Foundation
Ms. Linda Wilkinson and Mr. Mark Lee Adleman
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Wolfe
$100- $999
Dr. Russell P. Adams
All Star Metals, L.L.C.
Dr. Janna L. and Mr. Douglas J. Arney
Mr. George J. Atkinson
Mr. Newell W. Atkinson III
Mr. Anubis Avalos





Mrs. Elvia P. Beaman
Begley, Carlin and Mangio, L.L.P.
Ms. Gloria C. Benavides
Dr. Jude and Mrs. Annemarie Benavides
Mr. and Mrs. Jack E. Bennett
Sir Timothy John Berners-Lee
Dr. Cristina Bertolotto
Biomedical Solutions, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Blanton
Bob Richardson and Associates, Inc.




Mr. and Mrs. Julius “Rusty” W. Brechot
Mr. and Mrs. Cleve T. Breedlove
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Britten
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd I. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd E. Brown
Brownsville Associates in Neonatology
Brownsville Coffee Shop #2, Inc.
Brownsville Dental Associates
Brownsville Navigation District
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Buchanan
Mrs. Joanna F. Burgess
Dr. Kathy M. Bussert-Webb
Mr. Jose A. Campos
Mrs. Ethel K. Cantu
Mr. John C. Cantu
Ms. Lisa Capistran
Dr. Angel Caputi
Ms. Laura D. Cardenas
Dr. Pablo Castillo
Ms. Patricia A. Celaya
Mrs. Emma A. Cerbin-Garcia
Dr. Steve Chamberlain
The Hon. Melchor Chavez
Cita’s Boutique
Mr. and Mrs. Sam D. Coats
Colvin, Chaney, Saenz & Rodriguez, L.L.P.
Mr. Seth M. Colwell







Dr. Mary G. Curtis
Dr. and Mrs. Charles F. Dameron
Ms. Cynthia Davila
Mr. and Mrs. David Q. Day
Ms. Maria Luisa de la Cerda Rohde
Mr. Abel de la Garza
Mr. Cristobal A. Delgado
Dr. Marguerite DeWitt
Diocese of Brownsville
Dr. Diana V. Dominguez
Ms. Dorothy H. Dymit
Dr. Hassanali Espahbodi
Mr. Robert A. Estrada
Mr. Donald L. Evans
Mrs. Elizabeth L. Everson
Executive Designs
Dr. Julio Facelli
Mrs. and Mr. Charlotte W. Fant
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Farris
Mrs. Norma W. Ferguson
Ms. Letty Fernandez
Ms. Laura P. Fincher
Mr. John T. Flood
Ms. Georgina Flores
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Floyd
Ford Foundation
Dr. Diamantina G. and Dr. James A. Freeberg
Mr. and Mrs. David P. Freeth
Ms. Kathryn Fuller
Gap Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jorge A. Garcia
Mr. Juan O. Garcia
Mr. and Mrs. Reynaldo G. Garza Jr.
Mrs. Joanne Gilmore
Mr. Carlos G. Gomez
Ms. Angie J. Gonzalez
Ms. Dora A. Gonzalez
Mr. Tomas G. Guajardo
Ms. Graciela Gutierrez
The Hon. and Mrs. Andrew Hanen
Dr. Deborah Hartley
Mr. and Mrs. Russell S. Harwood
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Havel
Dr. Elizabeth Heise







Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Jaross
Jason’s Deli
Jones Liquor, L.T.D.
Ms. Rose M. Jordan †
Ms. Celia Juarez
Ms. Ramona Kantack
Dr. and Mrs. Milo E. Kearney
Mrs. Nana K. Kendall
Dr. and Mrs. Philip W. Kendall
Ms. Alison D. Kennamer
Ms. Lillian Kim
Mr. and Mrs. John King
Ms. Jane A. Kline
Dr. Anthony K. Knopp
Dr. Mark J. Kroll
Law Office of Benigno (Trey) Martinez, PLLC
Mr. and Mrs. Gilberto Leal
Mr. Omar J. Leal
Dr. Sylvia A. Leal
Levittown-Fairless Hills Rotary
Mr. Charles Lewis III





Mr. Robert C. Lozano
Luke Fruia Motors
Mr. Omar Macadar Cirillo




Dr. Javier A. Martinez
Mrs. Rosemary R. Martinez
Mary Mother of the Church
Dr. Zelma D. Mata
Mr. and Ms. Vernon Mathew
Mr. Michael Max
Mr. and Mrs. Garth Mcadoo
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick L. McCauley
Mrs. Mary E. McClymont
Ms. Mary E. McDermott
Mr. Juan Mendez
Prof. Miguel A. Méndez 
Dr. Eduardo R. Migliaro
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Miller
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Mission Regional Medical Center
Dr. Joyce Mitchell
Mrs. Karla Mongeon-Stewart
Ms. Mari D. Montelongo
Dr. and Mrs. Jared Montoya
Dr. Bobbette M. Morgan
Capt. Patrick Murphy
Naples Investment Company X, L.L.C.
Mr. Eugene Novogrodsky
Mr. and Mrs. David G. Oliveira
Dr. Alla D. Paroiatnikova
Dr. Paulette T. Parson
Ms. Carmen V. Pashos
Dr. Christine Pedroarena
Ms. Val L. Peisen
Mr. and Mrs. Jorge F. Pena
Dr. Sylvia Cavazos Pena
Mr. Gustavo J. Peña Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Pennington
Dr. Alberto Pereda
Dr. George Perry
Ms. Noralee C. Pope
Dr. Inés Pose
Dr. Angelika H. Potempa
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Putegnat
Dr. and Mrs. Michael O. Quantz
Dr. Ruth Ann and Mr. Fred A. Ragland
Mr. Stan C. Raines
Mr. and Mrs. Neil K. Rasmussen
Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Reed Jr.
Dr. Anne R. and Mr. Daniel L. Rentfro
Rentfro Law Firm
Rio Grande Valley Abstract Co. Inc.
Rio Grande Valley Sugar Growers, Inc.
Dr. Tara R. Rios
Ms. Sally K. Roach
Mr. John S. Robey
Ms. Maria E. Rodriguez
Mrs. Norma E. Rodriguez
Dr. Luis A. Rodriguez-Abad
Dr. and Mrs. John Ronnau
Royston, Rayzor, Vickery and Williams L.L.P.
Mr. and Mrs. Mauro T. Ruiz
Mr. Miguel A. Ruiz
Mr. Rene Ruiz
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Rurangirwa
Mr. Gordon W. Russell
Mrs. Cindy Saldivar
Ms. Maureen A. Sanderson
Mr. and Mrs. Ken E. Schaefer II
Ms. Dorothy Schroeder
Sea Ranch Marina II at Southpoint
Ms. Mary E. Seitz
Ms. Lauran Serafy
Mr. Ernesto S. Silva




St. Mary’s Catholic School
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Stephenson
Dr. Yvonne A. Sudarshan
Dr. and Mrs. James B. Sullivan
Prof. Mario Svirsky
Dr. Margo Tamez
Ms. Cheryl A. Taylor
Tenaska, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Rick H. Teter
The Pearl on South Padre Island
The Rollins M. & Amalie L. Koppel Foundation
The Tipsy Canvas - Brownsville
Dr. and Mrs. Peter K. Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Terry L. Tomlin
Mr. Sergio Trevino
Ms. Juanita M. Urbano
Dr. Sue Zanne and Mr. Richard J. Urbis
Ms. Cristina Valdez
Valley Lubricants, Inc.
Valley Trucking Co., Inc.
Ms. Peggy Vassberg
Mr. and Mrs. Manuel M. Vela
Mr. Thomas C. Washmon
Dr. Ben Wasike
Mr. Louis L. Webre
Ms. Beth Williamson
Ms. Margaret Jane Williamson-McCumber
Dr. Jeffrey G. Wilson
Dr. Marilyn J. Woods
Dr. Jack Yamuy
Your College Dream L.L.C.
Dr. Selma D. Yznaga
Ms. Denise A. Zamora
Ziwa Corporation
Zoe Flowers & Design
The donors listed on pages 11-14 are supporters who have made gifts to the university 
between January 2013 and June 2014. Categories are reflective of gifts received.
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the annual fund – a sPringboard for student suCCess
The proverbial pot of gold at the end of the rainbow has to start somewhere. For 
UTB students and faculty, it begins with the pot of silver at the beginning of the 
rainbow – called the Annual Fund – and it must be continually replenished to fulfill 
its mandate.
The Annual Fund has two components: One, it is an important matching funds 
source for the Stars Scholarship Fund that awards scholarships to students selected 
on the basis of academic achievement and financial need. Fifty percent of the 
accumulated donations to the Annual Fund are matched, dollar-for-dollar, by the 
Stars Scholarship Fund.
Secondly, the Annual Fund helps defray costs for students and 
faculty to attend workshops, conferences and competitions – all 
critical components to academic growth. An important off-
campus event might be as close as San Antonio, while others could 
be as far-reaching as Ekaterinburg, Russia, where three UTB 
students recently traveled to compete in the 38th Association for 
Computing Machinery International Collegiate Programming 
Contest. 
 
Representing UTB at the ICPC (left to right), Reynaldo Rea Jr. from Brownsville, 
Ali-Amir Aldan from Almaty, Kazakhstan, Dr. Liyu Zhang, Associate Professor in 
the School of Engineering and Computational Sciences and competition coach, 
and Satzhan Sitmukhambetov from Karagandy, Kazakhstan, placed 19th out of the 
122 teams representing universities from every continent.
Presenting research at conferences – testing the waters
The Annual Fund helped with expenses for a group of seven doctoral students, 
accompanied by Dr. Laura Jewett, Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Teaching, Learning and Innovation, to attend the Curriculum and Pedagogy 
Conference held in New Orleans last fall.
“Our doctoral students need to not only attend conferences, but also present their 
research at these events,” Jewett said. “These learning opportunities are necessary 
components of a complete education.”
Expanding horizons and creating relationships at 
home and abroad
Other examples of the Annual Fund in action:
Fall 2013: Senior Gracie Cano (pictured above) traveled to Kielse, 
Poland, where her photography was included in an exhibition at 
Jan Kochanowski University.
Fall 2013: Education graduate students Zelica Espinoza and Yousun Shin submitted 
a proposal and were invited to lead a roundtable discussion at the Council for 
Learning Disabilities Annual conference in Austin.
Spring 2014: Psychology graduate student Celeste Ledezma presented her research 
at the Association for Psychological Science convention in San Francisco. 
Scholarships are always needed and opportunities abound. Now is the time to make 










7:30 p.m. • Thursday, August 28, 2014
El Gran Patio at Main
Hosted by the UTB Alumni Association.
Suggested minimum donation towards scholarship fund: $10 per person.
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recognizing our alumni’s achievem
ents and 
bidding farewell to Dr. García
“It has been my most sincere privilege to serve the 
people of South Texas.” – Dr. Juliet V. García
